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Tel Dor: A Phoenician-Israelite Trading Center

E. Stern
Hebrew University

INTRODUCTION

The excavations at Dor (fig. 5.1) were under-
taken by an expedition of the Hebrew Univer-
sity and the Israel Exploration Society headed
by the writer with the participation of Califor-
nia State University, Sacramento, the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, McMaster Uni-
versity, and other institutions.! By now we have
concluded a series of twelve seasons (1980-
1992) in the course of which we have opened
seven areas on the mound (fig. 3.2). The strati-
graphic evidence with which we intend to deal
in the following discussion comes, however,
mainly from two of these: Area Bl and Area G
which are located on the eastern side of the
mound and its center. Some additional mate-
rial has been uncovered also on the western
side of the mound (Areas F and E), as well as
south of the mound as the result of the under-
water survey headed by A. Raban.

In the course of these excavations (fig. 5.3) a
great deal of new and significant information
was uncovered concerning the Iron Age as well
as the Persian Period. This information gave us
a rare opportunity to examine anew the waves
of expansions or regressions of trade between
settlements of the Eastern Mediterranean coast
with the West, mainly Cyprus and Greece, from
the late second millennium B.C.E. to the end
of the Persian Period. Here we intend to dis-
cuss the general picture as it already emerges
from our dig.

The Bronze AGE

Although we have not yet excavated strata
of settlement of the Bronze Age, we have
reached, in a few limited areas, the levels of
this period. In other places we have reached
layers of sand which were used as fill for later
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constructions and originally had been taken
from strata belonging to the Bronze Age. It is,
however, already clear after examining the finds
of these levels (figs. 5.4, 5.4A) that even though
the areas were quite small, the number of vases
found in them was large and that statistically
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Ficure 5.1 Tel Dor: map of region.
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Ficure 5.2 Tel Dor: topographical plan with excavated areas.

the number of imported vases found here was
larger than that of the local ware. Evidently,
almost all of the known imported vase-types
were represented in those small assemblages:
Minoan and Mycenaean and all known im-
ported Cypriote families recognized in Pales-
tinian finds such as White Painted I-II,
Bichrome and White Slip I-II, and White
Shaved. This phenomenon repeated itself
whenever we came upon even the smallest
layer belonging to this age.” From all this it
becomes clear that Dor was in this early age
already a central harbor town for the import of
vases from the West.

The Canaanite city was destroyed, according
to the best of our knowledge, by the Sikils® (a
tribe of the Sea Peoples), by the beginning of

the 12th century B.C.E. The Sikils built the city
and fortified it in the middle of the same cen-
tury (we have not uncovered up to now any
sherd of the Mycenaean IIIC family), and we
have no evidence of any import during this age,
usually called “The Dark Age.” This stratum
at Dor was numbered XII and was uncovered
mainly in Area Bl (east side) and G (central part
of the mound) (fig. 5.2). It was composed of a
thick layer of heavy destruction and ashes. The
strong fire had burned the clay bricks to red
and the limestone of the houses had crumbled.
This accumulation of debris was sealed by
floors above in which were found Cypriote and
Phoenician vases of the second half of the 11th
century B.C.E. The depth of this layer was more
than two meters.
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Ficure 5.3 Tel Dor: air view looking northwest and showing the excavated areas.

Ficure 5.4 Tel Dor: imported Mycenaean and Cypriot Late Bronze Age sherds.
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The same layer of destruction and ashes was
also reached in a deep pit excavated in Area F,
that is, on the western side of the mound; but
here we have not yet found its floor. During
the last seasons, parts of two rooms were un-
covered in Area E, also located on the western
side of the mound. These two discoveries point
to the fact that, in this period, the town cov-
ered the entire area of the mound. We should
also remember that during the undersea sur-
vey done by A. Raban at the southern harbor
of the town, some more remains of the period
came to light.* Thus the Dor of the Sikils cov-
ered the entire area of the present mound.

Even though we know from the Egyptian
historical records’® that Dor was also an impor-
tant harbor town in this short period, no im-
port of any kind has been uncovered in this
“Dark Age” stratum. Except for the local pot-
tery, we have thus far uncovered from this stra-
tum only some sherds belonging to the typical
bichrome decorated pottery (fig. 5.5), also con-
sidered to be of local manufacture, and usually
attributed elsewhere to the Philistines, as well
as a decorated lion’s head rhyton of the type
known from other Philistine sites® such as
Ashdod, Tel Migne (Ekron), Tell es-Safi, Tel

Ficure 5.4A Tel Dor: imported Late Bronze Age Mycenaean sherds.

Gerisa, Tell Qasileh,” as well as from Megiddo®
and Tel Zeror near Hadera.” To this short list
we should perhaps add a cow scapula, a shoul-
der blade incised with parallel lines along the
upper edge, a type that was also found in a
Philistine connection, namely, in the Philistine
sanctuary uncovered lately at Ekron, as well as
in Cyprus. We should agree perhaps with the
Ekron excavators’ assumption that it was prob-
ably used by the Philistines—or the Sikils, in
our case—to divine a message from a god.
Although the purpose of the notches is uncer-
tain, they may have been cut to produce a
musical sound. According to the Ekron exca-
vators, these instruments were brought by the
Sea Peoples from Cyprus “after their journey
across the Mediterranean to Palestine.”"
According to the evidence of Dor, the re-
newal of the imports from the West (Cyprus)
started only in the late 11th century B.C.E. The
archaeological evidence comes from strata XI
and X-IX; that is, the second half of the 11th
century B.C.E. has more abundant imports.
This period falls, in historical terms, between
the destruction of the city of the Sea Peoples
and the conquest of the city of Dor by David.
Since no historical sources for this period are
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Ficure 5.5 Tel Dor: Philistine bichrome sherds.

available—neither Biblical nor external—all our
information comes from the excavations.

For this period as well we have so far only
excavated a limited section in Areas Bl and G
below a white lime floor of the later stratum.
Several long walls, mostly mudbrick and ori-
ented north-south, were preserved here, and
more than 15 m have been exposed with sev-
eral partition walls oriented to the west. Be-
tween the partitions and the outer walls was a
succession of tightly packed clay floors. The size
of the structures, though the complete unit has
not yet been uncovered, indicates that they
were public buildings. The floors of these two
phases yielded a small quantity of Phoenician
Bichrome Ware. Especially noteworthy is a
group of Cypriote potsherds of extremely rare
types uncovered on the floors of the large
buildings (figs. 5.6, 5.6A, 5.6B). Very few of
them appear among the wares imported to Pal-
estine, and only isolated examples have been
found at other sites, and somewhat more on
the Phoenician coast. These sherds belong to
two main groups: White Painted I and White
Painted /Bichrome 1." Parallels to the Dor ves-
sels in Cyprus are found mainly in Cypro-
Geometric I contexts in the second half of the

Ficure 5.6 Tel Dor: White Painted | Cypriot ware from the late
11th cent. B.C.E.
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Ficure 5.6A Tel Dor: White Painted | Cypriot bowl of the later
11th cent. B.C.E.

11th century B.C.E. or slightly later. Thus, these
vessels confirm the date assigned to this phase
which ends at about 1000 B.C.E.—a date de-
duced independently from loca] pottery.” Their
main importance is, however, in pointing out
the renewal of Cypriote imports to Palestine in
the Late Iron Age [, that is, after a gap of about
150 years since their cessation at the end of the
Late Bronze Age.

The town that was built on the ruins of the
Sikil town has been attributed by us to the
Phoenicians who at the same time had settled
also in Cyprus' and were responsible for the
renewal. The import of Cypriote material at Dor
continued through the 10th and 9th centuries
B.C.E. (figs. 5.7-5.9). To the White Painted and
Bichrome families were now added Phoenician
Bichrome pottery as well as the Black on Red
group also known as “Cypro-Phoenician Ware.”
These groups continued to be imported during
the Iron and Persian Ages, but their number
and quality decreased. During the Iron Age II,
the imports from Greece were also renewed.
The first Greek sherd found in stratigraphy was
a bowl (figs. 5.10, 5.10A) belonging to the late
Geometric period which was uncovered on the
floor of the City Gate of the Israelite Kingdom
Period, which was destroyed by the Assyrian
armies in 733 B.C.E." In addition to the fact that
it confirms the historical date of the destruc-
tion of the Israelite town, this sherd raises the
date of the beginning of Greek imports to Dor
and probably to the entire coast of Palestine;
as far as we know, there are no earlier Greek
sherds in the country found in situ.”” From this
time on more Greek imports start to stream into
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Ficure 5.6B Tel Dor: Bichrome jug from the late 11th cent. B.C.E.



Ficure 5.7 Tel Dor: Early Phoenician bichrome jug from the
late 11th cent. B.C.E.
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Dor. We should mention here that during the
7th century B.C.E. and later, Proto-Corinthian
imports start to arrive, but the main imports
are brought from the East Greek Islands (fig.
5.11). In this period, from the 7th century B.C.E.
on, these two types of Greek pottery are the
most common imports to Dor. It is evident,
however, that the number of Proto-Corinthian
sherds is meager, but not so the case with East
Greek material of which we have, so we be-
lieve, the largest and most complete assem-
blages of all the settlements along the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean, including Al Mina,
Sarepta, Mezad Hashvoyahu, and even Tel
Sukas.'” These vases come from various sites
in the islands of East Greece, such as Lesbos,
Samos, Kos, Chios, Knidos, and Rhodes, as well
as sites along the Anatolian and Cilician coast.
The material has been handed to experts for
study. It is already clear, however, that even
though pottery imports flourished in Dor in the
7th-6th centuries B.C.E., they continued to be

Ficure 5.8 Tel Dor: Cypriot pottery dating to the 10th-7th cent. B.C.E.



88 < Recent Excavations in Israel

Ficure 5.9 Techr: Cypriot “black-on-red” sherds from the 10th cent. B.C.E.

Ficure 5.10 Tel Dor: Late Geometric Greek bowl, second half of the 8th cent. B.C.E. (Photo: G. Laron).



Ficure 5.10A Tel Dor; Late Geometric bowl
sherd, second half of the 8th cent. B.C.E.
(Photo: G. Laron)
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Ficure 5.11 Tel Dor: East Greek jug of the Persian
Period.
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imported here during the 5th century also (fig.
5172).

The picture found at Dor is by no means
unique but is the usual situation found at all
sites along the eastern coast of the Mediterra-
nean and Cyprus."” Although the imports from
East Greek sources continued down to the 5th
century B.C.E., by the later part of the 6th cen-
tury they formed only an insignificant part in
relation to the Attic Ware which began to flow
during the 5th and 4th centuries B.C.E. They
further decreased in number until they were
superseded in Dor by an almost total Attic
monopoly. Aside from scattered Greek sherds
which can be found from other sources,
(fig. 5.13), for example, Boeotian and South Ital-
ian, the Athenians had entirely captured the
demand for imported Greek ware. This change
in source of the imported Greek wares and the
absolute dominance of the Attic pottery

Ficure 5.12 Tel Dor: Greek wine amphora of the Persian
Period.
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Figure 5.13 Tel Dor: Attic white

ground lekythos of the 5th cent. B.C.E.

throughout the late 6th and early 5th centuries
B.C.E. is not unique to Dor, but was recognized
elsewhere along the Phoenician and Palestin-
ian coast and Cyprus.'

The Attic wares, both earlier Black Figure,
Red Figure, and Black-glazed Ware, in Dor and
in Palestine and neighboring lands, has been
well classified according to the decoration, ty-
pology of vessels, and their dates (figs 5.14,
5.14a); therefore we do not intend to discuss
them here. However, with the Attic wares and
somewhat earlier wares came also undecorated
vases such as wine jars, mostly from the East
Greek islands as well as ceramics for everyday
use as lamps, bowls, and even cooking pots;
and both kinds of imports soon had their imi-
tations among the local pottery represented at
Dor (figs 5.15, 5.15A).

Ficure 5.14 Tel Dor: Attic Red Figure sherds from the 5-4th cent. B.C.E.



Tel Dor: A Phoenician-Israelite Trading Center « 91

173
?HIHH!HH“!H

] | =
I

FELEN

1o

Ut
L‘thm

L
s

o T
il

!Hl;illli

171
i

tmr

L
1

Ficure 5.14A Tel Dor: Attic Red Figure sherds from the 5-4th cent. B.C.E.

Ficure 5.15 Tel Dor: Attic black glazed skyphos of the 4th cent. B.C.E.
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Ficure 5.15A Tel Dor: Greek black glazed lamp.
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